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Palm Sunday 
Narrator: Donkey Owner  
Primary Scriptures: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:1-19  
Story Summary: The triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem  
Location: Mount of Olives  
Time: Circa 30 AD 

On that day, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the back of a borrowed donkey’s colt, one that had 
never been ridden before. The disciples spread their cloaks on the donkey for Jesus to sit on, 
and the multitudes came out to welcome Him, laying before Him their cloaks and the branches 
of palm trees. The people hailed and praised Him as the “King who comes in the name of the 
Lord”. 
 
Why was Jesus specific about which donkey he wanted? Jesus’ purpose in riding into Jerusalem 
was to make public His claim to be their Messiah and King of Israel in fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecy. 
 
Zechariah 9:9 says: “Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, 
your king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a 
donkey—riding on a donkey’s colt.” 
 
GotQuestions.org says this “The story of the triumphal entry is one of contrasts, and those 
contrasts contain (life) applications to believers. It is the story of the King who came as a lowly 
servant on a donkey, not a prancing steed, not in royal robes, but in  the clothes of the poor and 
humble. Jesus Christ comes not to conquer by force as earthly kings but by love, grace, mercy, 
and His own sacrifice for His people. His is not a kingdom of armies and splendor but of 
lowliness and servanthood. He conquers not nations but hearts and minds. His message is one 
of peace with God, not of temporal (earthly, physical, political) peace. If Jesus has made a 
triumphal entry into our hearts, He reigns there in peace and love. As His followers, we exhibit 
those same qualities, and the world sees the true King living and reigning in triumph in us.” 
 
 
Many theologians describe God as not needing anything from mankind. In what ways did 

Jesus need the donkey foal? In what ways does Jesus need something from you? 

The common people recognized the messiahship of Jesus before the Jewish leaders. Do your 

religious beliefs ever hinder your heart from accepting Jesus as your master? 


