
I want you to close your eyes and sit in silence. As you are quietly sitting, I
want you to imagine what the city of Bethlehem might have been like the
night Jesus was born. Do you picture a busy city? Are people out in the

streets talking with their neighbors, going to stores, or are they getting ready
for bed? Are kids getting a bedtime story read to them by their parents or are
they still up playing games? Just sit and picture what the night of Jesus' birth

might have been like.
In the Christmas hymn, O Little Town of Bethlehem, we are given a glimpse

of what the city of Bethlehem might have been like. 
The first verse to the song says: 

"O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie. Above thy deep and
dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the

everlasting Light. The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee
tonight." 

I believe Bethlehem might have been just like this song...peaceful and quiet. I
can picture families getting ready for bed, children saying their bedtime

prayers with their parents. No one is roaming around the city, but they are all
tucked away in their homes ready to go to sleep for the night.

Little did the people of Bethlehem know that on that night the Savior of the
world would be born. Little did they know that God's Son would be born on

this earth. Little did they know that their little town would forever be
remembered as the birthplace of Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

As the people are sleeping, the stars are shining and the streets are dark and
quiet. But in the darkness of the streets shines an everlasting Light. The Light

of the World has come and has been born. And on that night, all the hopes
they have had for God to send a Savior has been born. All the fears they

have had over the years are taken away. All this because God sent His Son,
our Savior, to take on all the sins of the world and to be born on this earth.

Thank You, God!
Heavenly Father, thank You for this beautiful song to remind us of the

birthplace of our Savior. I am so thankful that Jesus was born to save me.
Help me to live my life as a follower of You each and every day. Amen.
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